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KILLARY MEET
19th  & 20th March

Editors Note: The meet held at Killary was one of the
largest so far witnessed with approximately 53 kayakers
from all over the country. In an attempt to capture so
many different trips and personal experiences this
article is submitted by four individuals, each on
different trips.

Killary Meet By Pat Diamond

t was the call you hate to get.  "Editor o f TnaD
here· need an article· have been let down.
·.Killary weekend·. the trip down Killary Fjord �

In other words your are a writer of last resort, no -one
else will oblige

-     How can you refuse such an offer?

Killary was the first big event of the yea r.  It was
early and the weather could not be guaranteed - not that
it ever can be in Ireland.  This led to my first decision -
not to book into the Killary Adventure Centre (which
was well organised by Alan Horner) and to camp at
Glassillaun if the weather was okay.  The other factor
was the thought of snoring and the smell of damp
clothes in hostels.

Heading down Killary Fjord                        Photo: C.Augustenborg

It was marginal - strong winds were forecast but
there was a chance of good paddli ng in sheltered
locations.  First to arrive at Glassillaun I was able to
pick a prime location for my tent and get organised.  I
was joined shortly afterwards by Sean Pierce who
claimed to have been walking over Mweelrea - but I
suspect it was more likely Hamilton's in Leenaun.  More
arrived and a wonderful sunset (and beer) was enjoyed
by all until the densest sea mist I've seen rolled in and
forced a retirement to the pub in Tully.

Late arrivals were the Northerners - chuffed with
their close encounter with the long arm of the law -
speeding in a jeep and trailer.(Neither looking look like
it could get over 30kph) Offers of whiskey were refused
and people made their way to cosy sleeping bags and
sleep to the sound of the surf.

Paddling down Killary Fjord                        Photo:C.Augustenborg

Waking was to the sound of the wind - strong, steady
and from the east.  The worst for this area as it meant
little shelter.  Decision time again - which group and
which route.  Eileen and her group were goin g west -
too much for me and I headed off to Killary to join
Dave Carragher who was taking a group down Killary
to Leenaun. where the effect of the wind in the valley
was the only real consideration.

ure enough leaving the shelter of the harbour was
now like entering a wind tunnel.  Chatter stopped
as the group£s concentration levels soared.  Hard

work, spray in the face and choppy water are the only
memories.

Gradually we made our way until the valley
opened out - and then it was paradise; beautiful scen ery,
no wind, sunshine and a flat sea.  Immediately the group
dynamic changed to one of jokes and chat and picture
taking.  Mussels were gathered - small not too large
according to John Fortune (note for Peter, Gerry, Martin
and the others in west coast se lf-sufficiency group).

Like all ISKA meets a big plus was the sharing
and gaining of experiences with other group members.
Fitness level is something to consider (Sea Kayaker
magazine had a good article on this recently) and
technique - practice makes perfect and time on water
counts.

However, paradise was about to be disturbed.

Ahead towards Leenaun choppy water and white
horses could be seen - the wind was being funnelled in
to the valley from the mountains and more hard work
lay ahead. Good leadership skills were displayed by
someone and a change in destination to Delphi was
announced and accepted gladly by all.  An excellent
location and safe harbour; sun and good food rebuilt
energy levels.  Steamed (not boiled) mussels were

I

S




